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Appointment of ISAF Committee Members

A submission from the Bermuda Sailing Association and International Etchells Class
Association

Current Position

ISAF Regulation 6.8 (old 3.8) currently reads:

“The Executive Committee shall, so far as practicable, follow the following guidelines:
(a) First consideration shall be given to persons for their expertise rather

than geographical location;
 (b) Not more than two persons from any country shall be included on any
 Committee;
 (c) There should not be a set number of members of any Committee;

(d) There should not be a maximum period of time for any member to sit on
 a Committee”

Proposal

That ISAF Regulation 6.8 be amended to add the following:

6.8 (e)  With the exceptions of the Audit and Measurement Committees,
and the possible exception of some of the Sub-Committees of
the Race Officials Committee, …..

[International Etchells Class Association insert]
..there should be a substantial majority of racing sailors on all
  ISAF Committees.

[Bermuda Sailing Association insert]
..80% of all ISAF Committees should be comprised of actively
  racing sailors.

Reason

[International Etchells Class Association reasons]

The administration of sailing is now moving forward faster than ever before.
Important decisions which formerly were taken on long notice, now are debated at
quarterly and mid-year Committee meetings, and may come into effect immediately.
Racing sailors should be made comfortable that decisions are being taken by
committees that include a substantial majority of persons actually involved in racing
sailboats.
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[Bermuda Sailing Association reasons]

It is the opinion of the Bermuda Sailing Association that the sport of sailing is
evolving more rapidly than at any previous point in the sport’s history.  This evolution
is occurring both on and off the water with respect to changes to the rules of racing,
the evolution of the equipment, and the development and organization of the
international competition.  Decisions that in years past were debated and resolved
over a long period of time are now often identified and resolved at quarterly and mid
year meetings and are effective immediately.  As these decisions have the greatest
impact on the racing fraternity within sailing, it is imperative that the committees
effecting these decisions are cognizant of the total impact of their decisions.  It is our
belief that if at least 80% of the membership of committees is comprised of actively
racing sailors, then sailors will be actively involved in the decision making and be
accountable for the decisions emanating from ISAF.




